
Before  t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment,  D. C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- A p r i l  12,  1967 

Appeal No. 9187-88 George A. Brown e t  a 1  and Nathan and Annie Poo le ,  a p p e l l a n t s ,  

The Zoning A d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, a p p e l l e e .  

On motion d u l y  made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
Order was e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  meet ing of t h e  Board on A p r i l  18,  1967. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER - March 15,  1968 

ORDERED : 

That  t h e  a p p e a l  f o r  pe rmiss ion  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  youth a c t i v i t i e s  c e n t e r  
sponsored by t h e  N a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Memorial Church a t  1483-85 Columbia Road, 
NW., l o t  151 and 152, s q u a r e  2672, be c o n d i t i o n a l l y  g ran ted .  

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

(1) The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  

(2) The Board made a n  e x t e r i o r  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  on A p r i l  10,  
1967 and found t h e  l o t s  improved w i t h  two t h r e e - s t o r y  and basement row b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e s .  Both b u i l d i n g s  were i n  poor cond i t ion , ,hav ing  been used a s  rooming 
houses  a.nd tenements.  

(3) The proposed community c e n t e r  w i l l  be under  t h e  c o n t r o l  and o p e r a t e d  
by t h e  N a t i o n a l  B a p t i s t  Memorial Church l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of 1 6 t h  and 
Columbia Road, NW. The houses  i n  q u e s t i o n  a r e  a c r o s s  1 5 t h  S t r e e t  from t h e  
Church b u i l d i n g .  

(4) A p p e l l a n t s  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no room i n  t h e  church b u i l d i n g  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  o r d i n a r y  church a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  community a c t i v i t i e s .  

(5) It i s  proposed t o  use  t h e  two row b u i l d i n g s  t o g e t h e r  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  
c e n t e r  f o r  youth  a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  members of t h e  church and members of t h e  
community. There  w i l l  be approx imate ly  85 boys and g i r l s  invo lved  i n  t h e  pro-  
gram. The program w i l l  i n c l u d e  Sunday School  c l a s s e s ,  Boy and G i r l  Scout  
a c t i v i t i e s  and o t h e r  g e n e r a l  programs f o r  youth.  

(6) It i s  proposed t o  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e  s t a i r w e l l  and p i e r c e  t h e  w a l l  
between t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  upper  l e v e l  t o  p r o v i d e  i n g r e s s  and e g r e s s  from 
one b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g .  

(7) No o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h i s  a p p e a l  was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  
p a b l i c  h e a r i n g .  



OPINION : 

It i s  t h e  o p i n i o n  of  t h e  Board t h a t  t h e  proposed u s e  i s  a  "community 
cen te r ' '  a s  t h a t  t e r m  i s  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  and i s  s o  l o c a t e d  
and t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be such t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t o  a d j o i n i n g  and nea rby  p r o p e r t y  because  of  n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
c o n d i t i o n s .  We a r e  f u r t h e r  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  proposed u s e  
i s  such  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p remises  a r e  r e a s o n a b l y  n e c e s s a r y  and conven ien t  t o  
t h e  neighborhood which it i s  des igned  t o  s e r v e .  

T h i s  Order  s h a l l  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t i o n :  

T h i s  Order  s h a l l  be s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  no 
a r t i c l e s  o f  commerce s h a l l  be  f o r  s a l e  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  
premises ,  

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

/ 
- 

JAMES E, BESS 
S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Board 


